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first is the flagship publication of the Local Government Association (LGA). 

It is essential reading for around 18,300 councillors and chief executives – the 

decision makers in local government – in the LGA’s member councils in England 

and Wales. It is delivered free each month to named individuals and provides 

updates on the LGA’s work, as well as news, features and political comment 

reflecting current issues facing the local government sector.

Local authorities were expected to spend around £94.5 billion on more than 

800 vital services for residents and business in England in 2017/18, plus a further 

£23.8 billion on capital expenditure. 

Councillors make decisions about services, agree the council’s budget, and sign 

off its policy framework. They also act as regulators, dealing with planning 

applications and licences for pubs and restaurants, and ensuring that businesses 

comply with the law.
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Advertise with the market-leading
local government magazine

have children or 

grandchildren
donate to charity

once a month or more

COUNCIL SPENDING

Total revenue spending – £94.5 billion

Housing and planning – £2.6 billion

Highways and transport – £4.2 billion 

Children’s social care – £8 billion

Adult social care – £15.6 billion

Environmental services (including waste) – £5.1 billion

Total capital spending – £23.8 billion, including 

£16.2 billion on new construction and conversion, and 

£1.5 billion on vehicles, plant equipment and machinery

All figures are for local authorities in England 2017/18. Sources – ‘Local authority capital expenditure and 

receipts, England: 2016-17. Provisional outturn & 2017-18 forecast’, and ‘Local authority revenue expenditure 

and financing: 2017-18 budget, England’, both from the Department for Communities and Local Government 

regularly read first
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Rates and mechanical details

1. OUTSIDE BACK COVER £1,600

Bleed – 216mm x 303mm

Trim – 210mm x 297mm

Type – 200mm x287mm

 

1. INSIDE FRONT COVER £1,600

Bleed – 216mm x 303mm

Trim – 210mm x 297mm

Type – 200mm x287mm

 

1. FULL PAGE £1,400

Bleed – 216mm x 303mm

Trim – 210mm x 297mm

Type – 200mm x287mm

 

2. HALF PAGE HORIZONTAL £1,000

Trim – 190mm x125mm

Type – 180mm x 115mm

 

3. HALF PAGE VERTICAL £1,000

Trim – 90mm x 265mm

Type – 80mm x 255mm

 

4. QUARTER PAGE VERTICAL £600

Trim – 90mm x 125mm

Type – 80mm x 115mm

 

5. QUARTER PAGE HORIZONTAL £600

Trim – 190mm x 60mm

Type – 180mm x 50mm

 

INSERTS £60 PER THOUSAND
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ARTWORK REQUIREMENTS   

Please supply artwork as:

CMYK HIGH RES (300 DPI), PDF, TIFF OR EPS
We can accept artwork on CD (please include laser proof ) or email: 

john.wheaton@cpl.co.uk Responsibility cannot be accepted for poor 

reproduction when advert artwork is supplied at incorrect specification.

Lorem ipsum
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features list

The LGA works with councils to support, 

promote and improve local government. Its 

policy priorities for 2018 include inclusive 

economic growth, jobs and housing; 

children, education and schools; adult 

social care and health; devolution; 

funding for local government; and Brexit. 

Consequently, stories on these issues will 

feature regularly in first. Other subject 

themes are listed below, by edition, but are 

subject to change – so please contact us for 

the latest up-to-date information.

May 2018  (published 26 April)

Christmas markets, taxi licensing,

 data protection, local elections

June 2018 (published 24 May)

Culture-led regeneration, national parks, 

protecting vulnerable adults, local elections

July 2018 (published 28 June)

LGA annual conference and innovation 

zone, scams awareness/consumer 

protection, social care

August 2018 (published 26 July)

LGA annual conference, National Parks 

Week, social care, allotments, play day

September 2018 (published 23 August)

LGA at the party conferences, Liberal 

Democrat party conference, school funding

October 2018 (published 20 September)

Labour and Conservative party conferences, 

centenary of 1WW armistice, adoptions, 

public health (stop smoking)

November 2018 (published 25 October)

Centenary of partial women’s suffrage, 

gritting and winter weather, children’s 

services and education, adult social care, 

National Recycling Week

December 2018 (published 29 November)

Finance and funding (Autumn Budget), 

children’s mental health, adult and 

children’s services

January 2019 (published 10 January, tbc)

Finance and funding (provisional local 

government finance settlement), 

housing, licensing, libraries, fair trade

February 2019 (published 31 January, tbc)

Housing, public health, children’s mental 

health, culture, tourism and sport

March 2019 (published 28 February, tbc)

Housing, fire and rescue services, finance 

and funding (final local government finance 

settlement), National Apprenticeship Week, 

consumer protection

April 2019 (published 28 March, tbc)

Finance and funding (Chancellor’s Spring 

statement), homelessness


